
SEP So. Cal.  2007 – “Cross My Heart” 
 
 

From July 8-14, 2007, 237 people came together on a mountaintop challenge, fun and 
friendship. SEP So. Cal. had 170 campers, 63 full-time staff, 2 part-time staff and 2 staff 
children.  
 

 
CAMPERS 
Of the 170 campers at SEP So. Cal., 71 were Jr. Campers ages 8-12 (40 girls & 31 
boys) and 99 were Sr. Campers ages 12-18 (52 girls & 47 boys).  The majority of the 
campers were from Southern CA but they also traveled from Northern CA, WA, OR, NV, 
CO and Tijuana, Mexico.  43% of the campers attended SEP So. Cal. for the very first 
time, while a handful celebrated the fact that they have been campers all 6 years that 
the camp has existed.  SEP So. Cal. is a multi-ethnic & inter-denominational camp.  
48% of the campers were Caucasion, 21% Hispanic, 16% African American, 14% Asian 
& 1% Middle Eastern. There were 20 denominations/fellowships represented at SEP 
So. Cal. 2007. The sponsoring denomination, the Worldwide Church of God, had 21 
local congregations represented at camp.  10% of the campers did not claim to have a 
church home. 
 
STAFF 
65 adults volunteered their time to serve as counselors, activity leaders, chaplains, 
directors, worship leaders and office staff (35% were serving on staff at SEP So. Cal. for 
the first time).  Around 12 other adults volunteered their time during the arrival and 
departure days by serving on the parking and registrations crews.  There were also 
many people from Pastor Tom Ecker’s 3 church areas who committed to a 24-hour-a-
day prayer chain during the entire week of camp.   



 
Randy and Marli Brown, a gifted husband and wife worship and pastoral team from 
Michigan, led the praise and worship services 
and assisted in facilitating many of the events 
and activities. (www.randyandmarli.com)  On 
Sunday evening and Monday morning, SEP 
So. Cal. welcomed Joshua Best, a youth 
pastor from Calvary Chapel Big Bear Lake, 
CA.  Josh gave his personal testimony and 
spoke on the parable of the soils encouraging 
the young people to listen with spiritual ears 
and ready their spiritual hearts for the 
messages from God throughout the week. 
 
THEME 
The theme for camp this year was “Cross My Heart” and dealt with the need 
for a heart transformation by Jesus Christ.  Issues central to the heart of 
what we choose to worship, where we choose to spend our time and who 
we choose to give our hearts to were woven through Chapels, debriefing, 
solo time, Christian Living, the Prayer Journey, the Purity Sessions, various 
events and activities. 
 
ACTIVITIES 
The Jr. and Sr. camps each had chapel 
sessions and daytime activities for their age 
group.  The two camps joined together for 
evening activities such as a Praise & 
Worship concert where 2 local youth bands 
were featured and for a variety show where 
over 40 campers used their talents to glorify 
God and encourage their fellow campers 
and staff.  
 

Some special activities for the Jr. Camp were an afternoon at a Water Slide Park, Bugs 
& Reptiles class and Creative Arts.  This year a drama class was added to the Jr. Camp 
schedule with great success! 
 
 



Some special activities for the Sr. Camp were the High 
Ropes Challenge Course, the Banana Relay, a class on 
Digging Deeper into God’s 
Word, the Prayer Journey  
and an 8 hour-long Purity 
Session reminding them 
that they are Knights and 
Daughters of the one 
and only true King.  The 
challenge from Proverbs 
4:23 was put before 
them: “Above all else, 
guard your heart for it is 
the wellspring of life.”   

  
During this inspiring and transformational week, many 
youth made first time commitments to follow Jesus and 
recommitments to live out their faith.  7 campers made 
public proclamations of their decision by being baptized 
on the final morning of camp, while a number of others 
went home to counsel and be baptized in their local 
church areas.   

 
SEP So. Cal. is a place where God’s love is not only shared 
but it is lived out.  It is a place where people come to believe 
in Jesus, learn how to follow Jesus more faithfully and 
develop into leaders.  This year, 17 of the 65 staff members 
(25%) had been campers at one time within the last 6 years.  
May God continue to use SEP So. Cal. to draw people to 
himself, grow believers in the maturity of Jesus Christ and 
develop leaders who advance His Kingdom of grace.  
 
By Mark and Anne Stapleton 


